
APUSH TERMS 316-350 

316. Federalist control of courts and judges, midnight judges 

On his last day in office, President Adams appointed a large number of Federalist judges to the 

federal courts in an effort to maintain Federalist control of the government. (The Federalists had 

lost the presidency and much of Congress to the Republicans.) These newly-appointed Federalist 

judges were called midnight judges because John Adams had stayed up until midnight signing 

the appointments. 

317. Justice Samuel Chase 

A Federalist judge appointed by Washington to the Supreme Court. Chase had been a 

Revolutionary War hero, and was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson 

disagreed with his rulings and had him impeached for publicly criticizing the Jefferson 

administration to the Maryland grand jury. Chase was acquitted by the Senate, and the 

impeachment failed. (This is the only attempt in history to impeach a U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice.) 

318. Tripolitan War (1801-1805) 

Also called the Barbary Wars, this was a series of naval engagements launched by President 

Jefferson in an effort to stop the attacks on American merchant ships by the Barbary pirates. The 

war was inconclusive; afterwards, the U.S. paid a tribute to the Barbary States to protect their 

ships from pirate attacks. 

319. Treaty of Sam Ildefonso 

1800 - In this treaty, Spain gave the Louisiana territory back to France (France had lost it to 

Spain in the Seven Years War). 

320. Louisiana Purchase: reasons, Jefferson, loose construction 

1803 - The U.S. purchased the land from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains from 

Napoleon for $15 million. Jefferson was interested in the territory because it would give the U.S. 

the Mississippi River and New Orleans (both were valuable for trade and shipping) and also 

room to expand. Napoleon wanted to sell because he needed money for his European campaigns 

and because a rebellion against the French in Haiti had soured him on the idea of New World 

colonies. The Constitution did not give the federal government the power to buy land, so 

Jefferson used loose construction to justify the purchase. 

321. Toussaint L’Overture 

1803 - Led a slave rebellion which took control of Haiti, the most important island of France’s 

Caribbean possessions. The rebellion led Napoleon to feel that New World colonies were more 

trouble than they were worth, and encouraged him to sell Louisiana to the U.S. 

322. Hamilton-Burr duel 

After Burr lost to Jefferson, a Republican, he switched to the Federalist Party and ran for 

governor of New York. When he lost, he blamed Hamilton (a successful Federalist politician) of 

making defamatory remarks that cost him the election. Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel, in 

which Hamilton was killed on July 11, 1804. 



323. Burr expedition, treason trial 

After the duel, Burr fled New York and joined a group of mercenaries in the southern Louisiana 

territory region. The U.S. arrested them as they moved towards Mexico. Burr claimed that they 

had intended to attack Mexico, but the U.S. believed that they were actually trying to get 

Mexican aid to start a secession movement in the territories. Burr was tried for treason, and 

although Jefferson advocated Burr’s punishment, the Supreme Court acquitted Burr. 

324. Lewis and Clark expedition and its findings 

1804-1806 - Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were commissioned by Jefferson to map and 

explore the Louisiana Purchase region. Beginning at St. Louis, Missouri, the expedition traveled 

up the Missouri River to the Great Divide, and then down the Columbia River to the Pacific 

Ocean. It produced extensive maps of the area and recorded many scientific discoveries, greatly 

facilitating later settlement of the region and travel to the Pacific coast. 

325. Zebulon Pike, Major Long, their observations 

Zebulon Pike explored (1805-1807) Minnesota and the Southwest, mapped the region, and spied 

on the Spanish whenever his exploration took him into their territory. (He was eventually 

captured by the Spanish, but the U.S. arranged for his release.) Major Long explored the middle 

of the Louisiana Purchase region (Nebraska, Kansas, and Colorado) and concluded that it was a 

worthless "Great American Desert." 

326. Impressments 

British seamen often deserted to join the American merchant marines. The British would board 

American vessels in order to retrieve the deserters, and often seized any sailor who could not 

prove that he was an American citizen and not British. 

327. Embargo of 1807, opposition 

This act issued by Jefferson forbade American trading ships from leaving the U.S. It was meant 

to force Britain and France to change their policies towards neutral vessels by depriving them of 

American trade. It was difficult to enforce because it was opposed by merchants and everyone 

else whose livelihood depended upon international trade. It also hurt the national economy, so it 

was replaced by the Non-Intercourse Act. 

328. Non-Intercourse Act 

1809 - Replaced the Embargo of 1807. Unlike the Embargo, which forbade American trade with 

all foreign nations, this act only forbade trade with France and Britain. It did not succeed in 

changing British or French policy towards neutral ships, so it was replaced by Macon’s Bill No. 

2. 

329. Macon’s Bill No. 2 

1810 - Forbade trade with Britain and France, but offered to resume trade with whichever nation 

lifted its neutral trading restrictions first. France quickly changed its policies against neutral 

vessels, so the U.S. resumed trade with France, but not Britain. 

330. Tecumseh (1763-1813) 

A Shawnee chief who, along with his brother, Tenskwatawa, a religious leader known as The 

Prophet, worked to unite the Northwestern Indian tribes. The league of tribes was defeated by an 



American army led by William Henry Harrison at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. Tecumseh 

was killed fighting for the British during the War of 1812 at the Battle of the Thames in 1813. 

331. War Hawks 

Western settlers who advocated war with Britain because they hoped to acquire Britain’s 

northwest posts (and also Florida or even Canada) and because they felt the British were aiding 

the Indians and encouraging them to attack the Americans on the frontier. In Congress, the War 

Hawks were Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun. 

332. Causes of the War of 1812 

These included: British impressments of sailors, British seizure of neutral American trading 

ships, and the reasons given by the War Hawks (the British were inciting the Indians on the 

frontier to attack the Americans, and the war would allow the U.S. to seize the northwest posts, 

Florida, and possibly Canada). 

333. Why war against Britain rather than against France? 

Britain practiced impressments and was believed to be supplying weapons to the Indians on the 

frontier and encouraging them to attack the U.S. Also, Britain held land near the U.S. which the 

Americans hoped to acquire, and a war with Britain would allow the U.S. to seize Florida from 

Britain’s ally Spain. Although France had also seized American ships, France had agreed to lift 

its neutral trading restrictions, and the U.S. had resumed trade with France. 

334. Federalist opposition to the War of 1812 

The Federalist party was mainly composed of New England merchants, who wanted good 

relations with Britain and free trade. New England merchants met at the Hartford Convention in 

protest of the war and the U.S. government’s restrictions on trade. 

335. Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key, "Star Spangled Banner" 

Francis Scott Key saw Fort McHenry hold out during the night against a British attack. He wrote 

the poem "Star Spangled Banner" about the experience of seeing the U.S. flag still flying above 

the fort in the morning, and the poem was later set to the tune of an old English bar song. 

336. Jackson’s victory at New Orleans 

January, 1815 - A large British invasion force was repelled by Andrew Jackson’s troops at New 

Orleans. Jackson had been given the details of the British army’s battle plans by the French 

pirate, Jean Laffite. About 2500 British soldiers were killed or captured, while in the American 

army only 8 men were killed. Neither side knew that the Treaty of Ghent had ended the War of 

1812 two weeks before the battle. This victory inspired American nationalism. 

337. Hartford Convention, resolution 

December 1814 - A convention of New England merchants who opposed the Embargo and other 

trade restriction, and the War of 1812. They proposed some Amendments to the Constitution and 

advocated the right of states to nullify federal laws. They also discussed the idea of seceding 

from the U.S. if their desires were ignored. The Hartford Convention turned public sentiment 

against the Federalists and led to the demise of the party. 

338. Treaty of Ghent, provisions 

December 24, 1814 - Ended the War of 1812 and restored the status quo. For the most part, 



territory captured in the war was returned to the original owner. It also set up a commission to 

determine the disputed Canada/U.S. border. 

339. War of 1812 increased nationalism and economic independence 

The U.S.’s success in the War of 1812 gave Americans a feeling of national pride. The War of 

1812 had cut off America’s access to British manufactured goods and forced the U.S. to develop 

the means to produce those goods on its own. 

340. Second bank of the U.S., a reversal of Jeffersonian ideas 

As a Republican, Jefferson opposed the National Bank. The Second Bank of the U.S. was 

established in 1816 and was given more authority than the First Bank of the U.S. Bank loans 

were used to finance the American industrial revolution in the period after the War of 1812. 

341. Tariff of 1816 -- Protective 

This protective tariff helped American industry by raising the prices of British manufactured 

goods, which were often cheaper and of higher quality than those produced in the U.S. 

342. Rush-Bagot Treaty, Great Lakes 

1817 - This treaty between the U.S. and Great Britain (which controlled Canada) provided for 

the mutual disarmament of the Great Lakes. This was later expanded into an unarmed 

Canada/U.S. border. 

343. Convention of 1818 

Set the border between the U.S. and Canada at the 49th parallel (or latitude). Also affirmed U.S. 

rights to fisheries along Newfoundland and Labrador. 

344. Panic of 1819 

A natural post-war depression caused by overproduction and the reduced demand for goods after 

the war. However, it was generally blamed on the National Bank. 

345. West Florida, 1810 

The U.S. wanted this region, which now forms the southern parts of the states of Alabama and 

Mississippi, because it bordered the Mississippi River. The U.S. seized West Florida after an 

uprising by American settlers in the region. 

346. Purchase of Florida 

1819 - Under the Adams-Onis Treaty, Spain sold Florida to the U.S., and the U.S. gave up its 

claims to Texas. 

347. Transcontinental Treaty (Adams-Onis Treaty) 

Spain gave up Florida to the U.S. and the U.S./Mexico border was set so that Texas and the 

American Southwest would be part of Mexico. 

348. Monroe Doctrine: origins, provisions, impact 

1823 - Declared that Europe should not interfere in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere and 

that any attempt at interference by a European power would be seen as a threat to the U.S. It also 

declared that a New World colony which has gained independence may not be recolonized by 

Europe. (It was written at a time when many South American nations were gaining 



independence). Only England, in particular George Canning, supported the Monroe Doctrine. 

Mostly just a show of nationalism, the doctrine had no major impact until later in the 1800s. 

349. Era of Good Feelings 

A name for President Monroe’s two terms, a period of strong nationalism, economic growth, and 

territorial expansion. Since the Federalist Party dissolved after the War of 1812, there was only 

one political party and no partisan conflicts. 

350. Chief Justice John Marshall 

Justice Marshall was a Federalist whose decisions on the U.S. Supreme Court promoted federal 

power over state power and established the judiciary as a branch of government equal to the 

legislative and executive. In Marbury v. Madison he established the Supreme Court’s power of 

judicial review, which allows the Supreme Court to declare laws unconstitutional. 


