APUSH TERMS 1051-1085

1051. Superpowers

The name given to the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. because of their dominance in the arms race and
economic struggle for world power. Both countries had nuclear bombs by the late 1940's and
1950's.

1052. Socialism, Communism
Socialism is the social theory advocating state control of all economic production. Communism
is the social system based on collective ownership of all productive property.

1053. Satellite States
Eastern European countries conquered by the U.S.S.R. during the Cold War.

1054. Nuremberg trials
19 out of 22 German civil and military leaders were found guilty of "war crimes.” 12 were
sentenced to death, 3 to life sentences and the rest to five to twenty year sentences.

1055. Department of Defense
Headed by McNamara, it succeeded in bringing the armed services under tight civilian control.

1056. Voice of America, CARE
Established in 1942 as part of the Office of War Information, since 1953 it has been the
international radio network of the U.S. Information Agency.

1057. Yugoslavia, Marshall Tito

An election was held in 1945 in which the moderate candidates were not allowed to run. On
November 29, 1945, the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia was proclaimed. Following the
adoption of a new constitution, the assembly reconstituted itself into a parliament. Tito was the
Premier of the cabinet.

1058. Czechoslovakia Coup

1948 - Czechoslovakia succumbed to Soviet subversion. Although moderates and Communists
shared power after WWII, in 1947-1948, fearing a loss of popular support, the Communists
seized control of the government and the moderates gave in to avoid civil war.

1059. Containment, George F. Kennan
A member of the State Department, he felt that the best way to keep Communism out of Europe
was to confront the Russians wherever they tried to spread their power.

1060. Truman Doctrine
1947 - Stated that the U.S. would support any nation threatened by Communism.

1061. Marshall Plan

Introduced by Secretary of State George G. Marshall in 1947, he proposed massive and
systematic American economic aid to Europe to revitalize the European economies after WWII
and help prevent the spread of Communism.



1062. Israel created

1948 - In 1947 the UN General Assembly had approved the creation of a Jewish homeland by
ending the British mandate in Palestine and partitioning it into two states: one Jewish and one
Arab. On May 14, 1948, the Jews proclaimed the State of Israel, and all of the surrounding Arab
nations declared war and invaded. After a short war, the Israelis gained control of the country.

1063. Berlin Blockade

April 1, 1948 - Russia under Stalin blockaded Berlin completely in the hopes that the West
would give the entire city to the Soviets to administer. To bring in food and supplies, the U.S.
and Great Britain mounted air lifts which became so intense that, at their height, an airplane was
landing in West Berlin every few minutes. West Germany was a republic under Franc, the U.S.
and Great Britain. Berlin was located entirely within Soviet-controlled East Germany.

1064. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
Chartered April, 1949. The 11 member nations agreed to fight for each other if attacked. It is an
international military force for enforcing its charter.

1065. Warsaw Pact
To counter the NATO buildup, the Soviets formed this military organization with the nations of
Eastern Europe. Also gave Russia an excuse for garrisoning troops in these countries.

1066. Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) September, 1954
Alliance of non-Communist Asian nations modeled after NATO. Unlike NATO, it didn't
establish a military force.

1067. Central Treaty Organization (CENTO)
Members were the U.S., Great Britain, Turkey, Iran and West Pakistan. Treaty to improve U.S.
relations and cooperation with Latin and South America. Fairly successful, similar to ANZUS.

1068. Australia, New Zealand, U.S. (ANZUS)
Security alliance ratified in 1952 to protect against Communist China, Soviet Power, the war in
Korea and Asia/Pacific decolonization.

1069. Fall of China, Mao Tse-Tung (Mao Zedong)

Mao Tse-Tung led the Communists in China. Because of the failure to form a coalition
government between Chiang Kai-Shek and the Communists, civil war broke out in China after
WWII. The Communists won in 1949, but the new government was not recognized by much of
the world, including the U.S.

1070. State Department White Paper

1949 - Set forth the State Department's efforts and future plans to stop Communism. With regard
to China, it declared the historic policy of the U.S. to be one of friendship and aid to the Chinese
people, which would be maintained both in peace and war.

1071. Chiang Kai-Shek, Formosa

Chiang and the nationalists were forced to flee to Formosa, a large island off the southern coast
of China, after the Communist victory in the civil war. Throughout the 1950's, the U.S.
continued to recognize and support Chiang's government in Formosa as the legitimate



government of China, and to ignore the existence of the Communist People's Republic on the
mainland.

1072. Korean War, limited war

After WWII, Korea had been partitioned along the 38th parallel into a northern zone governed by
the Soviet Union, and a southern zone controlled by the U.S. In 1950, after the Russians had
withdrawn, leaving a communist government in the North, the North invaded the South. The
U.N. raised an international army led by the U.S. to stop the North. It was the first use of U.N.
military forces to enforce international peace. Called a limited war, because the fighting was to
be confined solely to the Korean peninsula, rather than the countries involved on each side
attacking one another directly.

1073. Truman-MacArthur Controversy

Truman removed MacArthur from command in Korea as punishment for Macarthur’s public
criticism of the U.S. government's handling of the war. Intended to confirm the American
tradition of civilian control over the military, but Truman's decision was widely criticized.

1074. Mahatma Gandhi
Great revolutionary who led India to independence from Great Britain through passive resistance
and civil disobedience based upon Henry David Thoreau's doctrines.

1075. Dien Bien Phu

France had exercised colonial control of Indochina until WWII. After Japan's defeat in 1945, the
Viet Minh seized Hanoi and declared the North an independent republic. War with France broke
out in 1946. In the Spring of 1954, the Viet Minh surrounded and destroyed the primary French
fortress in North Vietnam at Dien Bien Phu. Lead to the withdrawal of France from Indochina.

1076. Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh

North Vietnamese leader who had lead the resistance against the Japanese during WW Il and at
the end of the war had led the uprising against the French Colonial government. He had traveled
in Europe, educated in Moscow, and was an ardent Communist. Became President of the North
Vietnamese government established after the French withdrawal. Often called the George
Washington of North Vietnam.

1077. John Foster Dulles
As Secretary of State, he viewed the struggle against Communism as a classic conflict between
good and evil. Believed in containment and the Eisenhower doctrine.

1078. Massive Retaliation

In the 1950's after Stalin died Dulles and Eisenhower warned the Soviets that if aggression was
undertaken, the U.S. would retaliate with its full nuclear arsenal against the Soviet Union itself.
However, the U.S. would not start conflicts.

1079. Brinksmanship
The principle of not backing down in a crisis, even if it meant taking the country to the brink of
war. Policy of both the U.S. and U.S.S.R. during the Cold War.



1080. Preemptive Strike
The doctrine of attacking an enemy force before they can attack you.

1081. Nikita Khrushchev, 1955 Geneva Summit

Stalin's successor, wanted peaceful coexistence with the U.S. Eisenhower agreed to a summit
conference with Khrushchev, France and Great Britain in Geneva, Switzerland in July, 1955 to
discuss how peaceful coexistence could be achieved.

1082. Hungarian Revolt
1956 - Hungary tried to overthrow the Communist government, partly encouraged by the U.S.
The rebellion was quickly crushed.

1083. Abdul Nasser, Suez Crisis

Egypt's dictator, Abdul Gamal Nasser, a former army officer who had led the coup that
overthrew King Farouk, nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956, and was attacked by British,
French and Israeli forces. The U.S. intervened on behalf of Egypt. Damaged Britain and France's
standing as world powers.

1084. Eisenhower Doctrine

Eisenhower proposed and obtained a joint resolution from Congress authorizing the use of U.S.
military forces to intervene in any country that appeared likely to fall to communism. Used in the
Middle East.

1085. Common Market

Popular name for the European Economic Community established in 1951 to encourage greater
economic cooperation between the countries of Western Europe and to lower tariffs on trade
between its members.



