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526. Lincoln's "House Divided" speech 

In his acceptance speech for his nomination to the Senate in June, 1858, Lincoln paraphrased 

from the Bible: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." He continued, "I do not believe 

this government can continue half slave and half free, I do not expect the Union to be dissolved - 

I do not expect the house to fall - but I do believe it will cease to be divided." 

527. John Brown, Harper's Ferry Raid 

In 1859, the militant abolitionist John Brown seized the U.S. arsenal at Harper's Ferry. He 

planned to end slavery by massacring slave owners and freeing their slaves. He was captured and 

executed. 

528. Democratic Party Conventions: Baltimore, Charleston 

The Democratic Party split North and South. The Northern Democratic convention was held in 

Baltimore and the Southern in Charleston. Douglas was the Northern candidate and 

Breckenridge was the Southern (they disagreed on slavery). 

529. John Bell 

He was a moderate and wanted the union to stay together. After Southern states seceded from the 

Union, he urged the middle states to join the North. 

530. John Breckinridge (1821-1875) 

Nominated by pro-slavers who had seceded from the Democratic convention, he was strongly for 

slavery and states' rights.  

531. Buchanan and the Secession Crisis 

After Lincoln was elected, but before he was inaugurated, seven Southern states seceded. 

Buchanan, the lame duck president, decided to leave the problem for Lincoln to take care of. 

532. Crittenden Compromise proposal 

A desperate measure to prevent the Civil War, introduced by John Crittenden, Senator from 

Kentucky, in December 1860. The bill offered a Constitutional amendment recognizing slavery 

in the territories south of the 36º30' line, noninterference by Congress with existing slavery, and 

compensation to the owners of fugitive slaves. Republicans, on the advice of Lincoln, defeated it. 

533. Border states 

States bordering the North: Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri. They were slave states, 

but did not secede. 

534. South's advantages in the Civil War 

Large land areas with long coasts, could afford to lose battles, and could export cotton for 

money. They were fighting a defensive war and only needed to keep the North out of their states 

to win. Also had the nation's best military leaders, and most of the existing military equipment 

and supplies. 



535. North's advantages in the Civil War 

Larger numbers of troops, superior navy, better transportation, overwhelming financial and 

industrial reserves to create munitions and supplies, which eventually outstripped the South's 

initial material advantage. 

536. Fort Sumter 

Site of the opening engagement of the Civil War. On December 20, 1860, South Carolina had 

seceded from the Union, and had demanded that all federal property in the state be surrendered 

to state authorities. Major Robert Anderson concentrated his units at Fort Sumter, and, when 

Lincoln took office on March 4, 1861, Sumter was one of only two forts in the South still under 

Union control. Learning that Lincoln planned to send supplies to reinforce the fort, on April 11, 

1861, Confederate General Beauregard demanded Anderson's surrender, which was refused. On 

April 12, 1861, the Confederate Army began bombarding the fort, which surrendered on April 

14, 1861. Congress declared war on the Confederacy the next day. 

537. Bull Run 

At Bull Run, a creek, Confederate soldiers charged Union men who were en route to besiege 

Richmond. Union troops fled back to Washington. Confederates didn't realize their victory in 

time to follow up on it. First major battle of the Civil War - both sides were ill-prepared. 

538. Monitor and the Merrimac 

First engagement ever between two iron-clad naval vessels. The two ships battled in a portion of 

the Chesapeake Bay known as Hampton Roads for five hours on March 9, 1862, ending in a 

draw. Monitor - Union. Merrimac - Confederacy. Historians use the name of the original ship 

Merrimac on whose hull the Southern ironclad was constructed, even though the official 

Confederate name for their ship was the CSS Virginia. 

539. General Lee, General Jackson 

General Robert E. Lee and General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson were major leaders and 

generals for the Confederacy. Best military leaders in the Civil War. 

540. Grant, McClellan, Sherman and Meade 

Union generals in the Civil War. 

541. Jefferson Davis, Alexander Stephens 

Davis was chosen as president of the Confederacy in 1861. Stephens was vice-president. 

542. Cotton versus Wheat 

Cotton was a cash crop and could be sold for large amounts of money. Wheat was mainly raised 

to feed farmers and their animals. The North had to choose which to grow. 

543. Copperheads 

Lincoln believed that anti-war Northern Democrats harbored traitorous ideas and he labeled them 

"Copperheads", poisonous snakes waiting to get him. 

544. Suspension of habeas corpus 

Lincoln suspended this writ, which states that a person cannot be arrested without probable cause 

and must be informed of the charges against him and be given an opportunity to challenge them. 



Throughout the war, thousands were arrested for disloyal acts. Although the U.S. Supreme Court 

eventually held the suspension edict to be unconstitutional, by the time the Court acted the Civil 

War was nearly over. 

545. Republican legislation passed in Congress after Southerners left: banking, tariff, 

homestead, transcontinental railroad 

With no Southerners to vote them down, the Northern Congressman passed all the bills they 

wanted to. Led to the industrial revolution in America.  

546. Emancipation Proclamation 

September 22, 1862 - Lincoln freed all slaves in the states that had seceded, after the Northern 

victory at the Battle of Antietam. Lincoln had no power to enforce the law. 

547. Clara Barton 
Launched the American Red Cross in 1881. An "angel" in the Civil War, she treated the 

wounded in the field. 

548. Lincoln's Ten Percent Plan 
Former Confederate states would be readmitted to the Union if 10% of their citizens took a 

loyalty oath and the state agreed to ratify the 13th Amendment which outlawed slavery. Not put 

into effect because Lincoln was assassinated. 

549. Assassination of April 14, 1865 
While sitting in his box at Ford's Theatre watching "Our American Cousin", President Lincoln 

was shot by John Wilkes Booth. 

550. John Wilkes Booth 
An actor, planned with others for six months to abduct Lincoln at the start of the war, but they 

were foiled when Lincoln didn't arrive at the scheduled place. April 14, 1865, he shot Lincoln at 

Ford's Theatre and cried, "Sic Semper Tyrannis!" ("Thus always to tyrants!") When he jumped 

down onto the stage his spur caught in the American flag draped over the balcony and he fell and 

broke his leg. He escaped on a waiting horse and fled town. He was found several days later in a 

barn. He refused to come out; the barn was set on fire. Booth was shot, either by himself or a 

soldier. 

551. Radical Republicans 

After the Civil War, a group that believed the South should be harshly punished and thought that 

Lincoln was sometimes too compassionate towards the South. 

552. Reconstruction Acts 

1867 - Pushed through congress over Johnson's veto, it gave radical Republicans complete 

military control over the South and divided the South into five military zones, each headed by a 

general with absolute power over his district. 

553. State suicide theory 

The Southern states had relinquished their rights when they seceded. This, in effect, was suicide. 

This theory was used to justify the North taking military control of the South. 



554. Conquered territory theory 

Stated that conquered Southern states weren't part of the Union, but were instead conquered 

territory, which the North could deal with however they like. 

555. Black codes 

Restrictions on the freedom of former slaves, passed by Southern governments. 

556. Texas v. White 

1869 - Argued that Texas had never seceded because there is no provision in the Constitution for 

a state to secede, thus Texas should still be a state and not have to undergo reconstruction. 

557. Thaddeus Stevens 

A radical Republican who believed in harsh punishments for the South. Leader of the radical 

Republicans in Congress. 

558. Charles Sumner 

The same Senator who had been caned by Brooks in 1856, Sumner returned to the Senate after 

the outbreak of the Civil War. He was the formulator of the state suicide theory, and supporter of 

emancipation. He was an outspoken radical Republican involved in the impeachment of Andrew 

Johnson. 

559. Andrew Johnson (1808-1875) 

A Southerner form Tennessee, as V.P. when Lincoln was killed, he became president. He 

opposed radical Republicans who passed Reconstruction Acts over his veto. The first U.S. 

president to be impeached, he survived the Senate removal by only one vote. He was a very 

weak president. 

560. Freedmen's Bureau 

1865 - Agency set up to aid former slaves in adjusting themselves to freedom. It furnished food 

and clothing to needy blacks and helped them get jobs. 

 


