
APUSH TERMS 421-455 

421. Nativism 

An anti-foreign feeling that arose in the 1840's and 1850's in response to the influx of Irish and 

German Catholics. 

422. Lucretia Mott (1803-1880) 

An early feminist, she worked constantly with her husband in liberal causes, particularly slavery 

abolition and women's suffrage. Her home was a station on the Underground Railroad. With 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she helped organize the first women's rights convention, held in Seneca 

Falls, New York in 1848. 

423. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

A pioneer in the women's suffrage movement, she helped organize the first women's rights 

convention in Seneca Falls, New York in 1848. She later helped edit the militant feminist 

magazine Revolution from 1868 - 1870.  

424. Seneca Falls 

July, 1848 - Site of the first modern women's right convention. At the gathering, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton read a Declaration of Sentiment listing the many discriminations against women, and 

adopted eleven resolutions, one of which called for women's suffrage. 

425. Emma Willard (1787-1870) 

Early supporter of women's education, in 1818 she published Plan for Improving Female 

Education, which became the basis for public education of women in New York. In 1821, she 

opened her own girls’ school, the Troy Female Seminary, designed to prepare women for 

college. 

426. Catherine Beecher (1800-1878) 

A writer and lecturer, she worked on behalf of household arts and education of the young. She 

established two schools for women and emphasized better teacher training. She opposed 

women's suffrage. 

427. American Peace Society 

Founded in 1828 by William Laddit. Formally condemned all wars, though it supported the U.S. 

government during the Civil War, WWI, and WWII. It was dissolved after the United Nations 

was formed in 1945. 

428. Prison reform: Auburn system, Pennsylvania system 

Prison reform in the U.S. began with the Pennsylvania system in 1790, based on the concept that 

solitary confinement would induce meditation and moral reform. However, this led to many 

mental breakdowns. The Auburn system, adopted in 1816, allowed the congregation of prisoners 

during the day. 

429. Supreme Court: Marbury v. Madison 

1803 - The case arose out of Jefferson’s refusal to deliver the commissions to the judges 

appointed by Adams’ Midnight Appointments. One of the appointees, Marbury, sued the Sect. of 



State, Madison, to obtain his commission. The Supreme Court held that Madison need not 

deliver the commissions because the Congressional act that had created the new judgeships 

violated the judiciary provisions of the Constitution, and was therefore unconstitutional and void. 

This case established the Supreme Court's right to judicial review. Chief Justice John Marshall 

presided. 

430. Supreme Court: Fletcher v. Peck 

1810 - A state had tried to revoke a land grant on the grounds that it had been obtained by 

corruption. The Court ruled that a state cannot arbitrarily interfere with a person’s property 

rights. Since the land grant was a legal contract, it could not be repealed, even if corruption was 

involved. 

431. Supreme Court: Dartmouth College v. Woodward 

1819 - This decision declared private corporation charters to be contracts and immune form 

impairment by states' legislative action. It freed corporations from the states which created them. 

432. Supreme Court: McCulloch v. Maryland 

1819 - This decision upheld the power of Congress to charter a bank as a government agency, 

and denied the state the power to tax that agency. 

433. Supreme Court: Cohens v. Virginia 

1821 - This case upheld the Supreme Court's jurisdiction to review a state court's decision where 

the case involved breaking federal laws. 

434. Supreme Court: Gibbons v. Ogden 

1824 - This case ruled that only the federal government has authority over interstate commerce. 

435. Supreme Court: Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 

1831 - Supreme Court refused to hear a suit filed by the Cherokee Nation against a Georgia law 

abolishing tribal legislature. Court said Indians were not foreign nations, and U.S. had broad 

powers over tribes but a responsibility for their welfare. 

436. Supreme Court: Worchester v. Georgia 

1832 - Expanded tribal authority by declaring tribes sovereign entities, like states, with exclusive 

authority within their own boundaries. President Jackson and the state of Georgia ignored the 

ruling. 

437. Supreme Court: River Bridge v. Warren Bridge 

1837 - Supreme Court ruled that a charter granted by a state to a company cannot work to the 

disadvantage of the public. The Charles River Bridge Company protested when the Warren 

Bridge Company was authorized in 1828 to build a free bridge where it had been chartered to 

operate a toll bridge in 1785. The court ruled that the Charles River Company was not granted a 

monopoly right in their charter, and the Warren Company could build its bridge. 

438. Manifest Destiny 

Phrase commonly used in the 1840's and 1850's. It expressed the inevitableness of continued 

expansion of the U.S. to the Pacific. 



439. Horace Greeley (1811-1873) 

Founder and editor of the New York Tribune. He popularized the saying "Go west, young man." 

He said that people who were struggling in the East could make the fortunes by going west. 

440. Stephen Austin (1793-1836) 

In 1822, Austin founded the first settlement of Americans in Texas. In 1833 he was sent by the 

colonists to negotiate with the Mexican government for Texan indedendence and was imprisoned 

in Mexico until 1835, when he returned to Texas and became the commander of the settlers’ 

army in the Texas Revolution. 

441. Texas War for Independence 

After a few skirmishes with Mexican soldiers in 1835, Texas leaders met and organized a 

temporary government. Texas troops initially seized San Antonio, but lost it after the massacre of 

the outpost garrisoning the Alamo. In respone, Texas issued a Declaration of Independence. 

Santa Ana tried to swiftly put down the rebellion, but Texan soldiers surprised him and his 

troops on April 21, 1836. They crushed his forces and captured him in the Battle of San Jacinto, 

and forced him to sign a treaty granting Texan independence. U.S. lent no aid. 

442. Santa Ana 

As dictator of Mexico, he led the attack on the Alamo in 1836. He was later defeated by Sam 

Houston at San Jacinto. 

443. Alamo 

A Spanish mission converted into a fort, it was besieged by Mexican troops in 1836. The Texas 

garrison held out for thirteen days, but in the final battle, all of the Texans were killed by the 

larger Mexican force. 

444. San Jacinto 

A surprise attack by Texas forces on Santa Ana's camp on April 21, 1836. Santa Ana's men were 

surprised and overrun in twenty minutes. Santa Ana was taken prisoner and signed an armistice 

securing Texas independence. Mexicans - 1,500 dead, 1,000 captured. Texans - 4 dead. 

445. Sam Houston (1793-1863) 

Former Governor of Tennessee and an adopted member of the Cherokee Indian tribe, Houston 

settled in Texas after being sent there by Pres. Jackson to negotiate with the local Indians. 

Appointed commander of the Texas army in 1835, he led them to victory at San Jacinto, where 

they were outnumbered 2 to 1. He was President of the Republic of Texas (1836-1838 & 1841-

1845) and advocated Texas joining the Union in 1845. He later served as U.S. Senator and 

Governor of Texas, but was removed from the governorship in 1861 for refusing to ratify Texas 

joining the Confederacy. 

446. Republic of Texas 

Created March, 1836 but not recognized until the next month after the battle of San Jacinto. Its 

second president attempted to establish a sound government and develop relations with England 

and France. However, rapidly rising public debt, internal conflicts and renewed threats from 

Mexico led Texas to join the U.S. in 1845. 



447. Annexation of Texas, Joint Resolution under President Tyler 

U.S. made Texas a state in 1845. Joint resolution - both houses of Congress supported 

annexation under Tyler, and he signed the bill shortly before leaving office. 

448. Annexation of Oregon 

Oregon was explored by Lewis and Clark from 1804 to 1806 and American fur traders set up 

there, but during the War of 1812, the British essentially took control of Oregon and held it 

jointly with the U.S. The land was returned to the U.S. with the Oregon Treaty of 1846, 

supported by Polk. 

449. 54º40' or Fight! 

An aggressive slogan adopted in the Oregon boundary dispute, a dispute over where the border 

between Canada and Oregon should be drawn. This was also Polk's slogan - the Democrats 

wanted the U.S. border drawn at the 54º40' latitude. Polk settled for the 49º latitude in 1846.  

450. James K. Polk 

President known for promoting Manifest Destiny. 

451. Rio Grande, Nueces River, disputed territory 

Texas claimed its southern border was the Rio Grande; Mexico wanted the border drawn at the 

Nueces River, about 100 miles north of the Rio Grande. U.S. and Mexico agreed not to send 

troops into the disputed territory between the two rivers, but President Polk later reneged on the 

agreement. 

452. General Zachary Taylor 

Commander of the Army of Occupation on the Texas border. On President Polk’s orders, he took 

the Army into the disputed territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers and built a fort 

on the north bank of the Rio Grande River. When the Mexican Army tried to capture the fort, 

Taylor’s forces engaged in is a series of engagements that led to the Mexican War. His victories 

in the war and defeat of Santa Ana made him a national hero. 

453. Mexican War: causes, results 

Causes: annexation of Texas, diplomatic ineptness of U.S./Mexican relations in the 1840's and 

particularly the provocation of U.S. troops on the Rio Grande. The first half of the war was 

fought in northern Mexico near the Texas border, with the U.S. Army led by Zachary Taylor. 

The second half of the war was fought in central Mexico after U.S. troops seized the port of Vera 

Cruz, with the Army being led by Winfield Scott. Results: U.S. captured Mexico City, Zachary 

Taylor was elected president, Santa Ana abdicated, and Mexico ceded large parts of the West, 

including New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Nevada and California, to the U.S. 

454. Stephen Kearny 

Commander of the Army of the West in the Mexican War, marched all the way to California, 

securing New Mexico. 

455. John C. Fremont 

Civil governor of California, led the Army exploration to help Kearny. Heard that a war with 

Mexico was coming, thought he could take California by himself before the war began and 

become a hero. He failed, so he joined forces with Kearny. 


