
APUSH TERMS 1016-1050 

1016. Atlantic Charter 

August 1941 - Drawn up by FDR and Churchill with eight main principles:  

 Renunciation of territorial aggression  

 No territorial changes without the consent of the peoples concerned  

 Restoration of sovereign rights and self-government  

 Access to raw material for all nations  

 World economic cooperation  

 Freedom from fear and want  

 Freedom of the seas  

 Disarmament of aggressor 

1017. Pearl Harbor 

7:50-10:00 AM, December 7, 1941 - Surprise attack by the Japanese on the main U.S. Pacific 

Fleet harbored in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii destroyed 18 U.S. ships and 200 aircraft. American losses 

were 3000, Japanese losses less than 100. In response, the U.S. declared war on Japan and 

Germany, entering World War II. 

1018. Japanese relocation 

The bombing of Pearl Harbor created widespread fear that the Japanese living in the U.S. were 

actually spies. FDR issued executive order 9066, which moved all Japanese and people of 

Japanese descent living on the west coast of the U.S. into internment camps in the interior of the 

U.S. 

1019. Bond drives 

Celebrities and government representatives traveled around the U.S. selling government bonds to 

raise money for the war effort. Extremely successful in raising funds. 

1020. War Production Board 

Converted factories from civilian to military production. Manufacturing output tripled. 

1021. War Labor Board 

Acted as a supreme court for labor cases. Did more harm than good when it tried to limit wages, 

which led to strikes. 

1022. Office of Price Administration (OPA) 

Government agency which successful combated inflation by fixing price ceilings on 

commodities and introducing rationing programs during World War II. 

1023. General Dwight D. Eisenhower (1870-1969) 

Served as the supreme commander of the western Allied forces and became chief of staff in 

1941. Sent to Great Britain in 1942 as the U.S. commander in Europe. 

1024. General Douglas Mac Arthur 

Military governor of the Philippines, which Japan invaded a few days after the Pearl Harbor 



attack. Mac Arthur escaped to Australia in March 1942 and was appointed supreme commander 

of the Allied forces in the Pacific. Received the Medal of Honor. 

1025. Genocide, "Final Solution" 

Genocide is destruction of a racial group. Hitler's "Final Solution" was the genocide of non-

Aryan peoples. 

1026. Second front 

The Russians were suffering heavy casualties fighting the German invasion of Russia. Stalin 

urged the Allies to open a "second front" in the west to relieve the pressure on the Russians. The 

Allies did so, but only after a long delay. 

1027. D-Day 

June 6, 1944 - Led by Eisenhower, over a million troops (the largest invasion force in history) 

stormed the beaches at Normandy and began the process of re-taking France. The turning point 

of World War II. 

1028. Stalingrad 

Site of critical World War II Soviet victory that reversed Germany's advance to the East. In late 

1942, Russian forces surrounded the Germans, and on Feb. 2, 1943, the German Sixth Army 

surrendered. First major defeat for the Germans in World War II. 

1029. Winston Churchill 

Prime minister of Great Britain during World War II. 

1030. Casablanca Conference 

Jan. 14-23, 1943 - FDR and Churchill met in Morocco to settle the future strategy of the Allies 

following the success of the North African campaign. They decided to launch an attack on Italy 

through Sicily before initiating an invasion into France over the English Channel. Also 

announced that the Allies would accept nothing less than Germany's unconditional surrender to 

end the war. 

1031. Cairo Conference 

November, 1943 - A meeting of Allied leaders Roosevelt, Churchill, and Chiang Kai-Shek in 

Egypt to define the Allies goals with respect to the war against Japan, they announced their 

intention to seek Japan's unconditional surrender and to strip Japan of all territory it had gained 

since WW I. 

1032. Tehran Conference 

December, 1943 - A meeting between FDR, Churchill and Stalin in Iran to discuss coordination 

of military efforts against Germany, they repeated the pledge made in the earlier Moscow 

Conference to create the United Nations after the war's conclusion to help ensure international 

peace. 

1033. "Unconditional surrender 

It means the victor decides all the conditions the loser must agree to. The Allies wanted Germany 

and Japan to agree to unconditional surrender. 



1034. Okinawa 

The U.S. Army in the Pacific had been pursuing an "island-hopping" campaign, moving north 

from Australia towards Japan. On April 1, 1945, they invaded Okinawa, only 300 miles south of 

the Japanese home islands. By the time the fighting ended on June 2, 1945, the U.S. had lost 

50,000 men and the Japanese 100,000. 

1035. Battle of the Bulge 

December, 1944-January, 1945 - After recapturing France, the Allied advance became stalled 

along the German border. In the winter of 1944, Germany staged a massive counterattack in 

Belgium and Luxembourg which pushed a 30 mile "bulge" into the Allied lines. The Allies 

stopped the German advance and threw them back across the Rhine with heavy losses. 

1036. Manhattan Project 

A secret U.S. project for the construction of the atomic bomb. 

1037. Robert Oppenheimer (1904-1967) 

Physics professor at U.C. Berkeley and Caltech, he headed the U.S. atomic bomb project in Los 

Alamos, New Mexico. He later served on the Atomic Energy Commission, although removed for 

a time the late 1950's, over suspicion he was a Communist sympathizer. 

1038. Atomic bomb 

A bomb that uses the fission of radioactive elements such as uranium or plutonium to create 

explosions equal to the force of thousands of pounds of regular explosives. 

1039. Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

First and second cities to be hit by atomic bombs, they were bombed after Japan refused to 

surrender and accept the Potsdam Declaration. Hiroshima was bombed on August 6, 1945 and 

Nagasaki was bombed on August 9, 1945. 

1040. Yalta Conference 

February, 1945 - Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin met at Yalta to make final war plans, arrange 

the post-war fate of Germany, and discuss the proposal for creation of the United Nations as a 

successor to the League of Nations. They announced the decision to divide Germany into three 

post-war zones of occupation, although a fourth zone was later created for France. Russia also 

agreed to enter the war against Japan, in exchange for the Kuril Islands and half of the Sakhalin 

Peninsula. 

1041. Potsdam Conference 

July 26, 1945 - Allied leaders Truman, Stalin and Churchill met in Germany to set up zones of 

control and to inform the Japanese that if they refused to surrender at once, they would face total 

destruction. 

1042. Partitioning of Korea, Vietnam, Germany 

The U.S. played a role in dividing these countries into sections, each of which would be ruled by 

different authority figures and managed by one of the Allied powers. 

1043. Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970) 

He formed the French resistance movement in London immediately after the French surrender at 



Vichy. He was elected President of the Free French government in exile during the war and he 

was the first provisional president of France after its liberation. 

1044. Winston Churchill (1874-1965), "Iron Curtain" speech 

March, 1946 - He reviewed the international response to Russian aggression and declared an 

"iron curtain" had descended across Eastern Europe. 

1045. Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) 

After Lenin died in 1924, he defeated Trotsky to gain power in the U.S.S.R. He created 

consecutive five year plans to expand heavy industry. He tried to crush all opposition and ruled 

as the absolute dictator of the U.S.S.R. until his death. 

1046. Bretton Woods Conference 

The common name for the United Nations Monetary and Financial Conference held in New 

Hampshire, 44 nations at war with the Axis powers met to create a world bank to stabilize 

international currency, increase investment in under-developed areas, and speed the economic 

recovery of Europe. 

1047. Dumbarton Oaks Conference 

In a meeting near Washington, D.C., held from August 21 to October 7, 1944, U.S., Great 

Britain, U.S.S.R. and China met to draft the constitution of the United Nations. 

1048. San Francisco Conference and U.N. Charter 

1945 - This conference expanded the drafts of the Yalta and Dumbarton Oaks conferences and 

adopted the United Nations Charter. 

1049. United Nations: Security Council, General Assembly, Secretary-General 

Only the Security Council could take action on substantive issues through investigation. The 

General Assembly met and talked. A secretariat, headed by a Secretary-General, was to perform 

the organization's administrative work. 

1050. Atomic Energy Commission 

Created in 1946 to oversee the research and production of atomic power. 

 


