APUSH TERMS 561-595

561. Ku Klux Klan

White-supremacist group formed by six former Confederate officers after the Civil War. Name is
essentially Greek for "Circle of Friends". Group eventually turned to terrorist attacks on blacks.
The original Klan was disbanded in 1869, but was later resurrected by white supremacists in
1915.

562. Civil Rights Act
1866 - Prohibited abridgement of rights of blacks or any other citizens.

563. Thirteenth Amendment
1865 - Freed all slaves, abolished slavery.

564. Fourteenth Amendment and its provisions
proposed in 1866, ratified 1868. It fixed provision of the Civil Rights Bill: full citizenship to all
native-born or naturalized Americans, including former slaves and immigrants.

565. Fifteenth Amendment
Ratified 1870 - No one could be denied the right to vote on account of race, color or having been
a slave. It was to prevent states from amending their constitutions to deny black suffrage.

566. Tenure of Office Act

1866 - Enacted by radical Congress, it forbade the president from removing civil officers without
consent of the Senate. It was meant to prevent Johnson from removing radicals from office.
Johnson broke this law when he fired a radical Republican from his cabinet, and he was
impeached for this "crime".

567. Impeachment
To bring charges against a public official. Johnson was impeached, but was saved from being
taken out of office by one vote.

568. Secretary of War Stanton

As Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton acted as a spy for the radicals in cabinet meetings.
President Johnson asked him to resign in 1867. The dismissal of Stanton let to the impeachment
of Johnson because Johnson had broken the Tenure of Office Law.

569. Scalawags
A derogatory term for Southerners who were working with the North to buy up land from
desperate Southerners.

570. Carpetbaggers

A derogatory term applied to Northerners who migrated south during the Reconstruction to take
advantage of opportunities to advance their own fortunes by buying up land from desperate
Southerners and by manipulating new black voters to obtain lucrative government contracts.



571. Purchase of Alaska

In December, 1866, the U.S. offered to take Alaska from Russia. Russia was eager to give it up,
as the fur resources had been exhausted, and, expecting friction with Great Britain, they
preferred to see defenseless Alaska in U.S. hands. Called "Seward's Folly" and "Seward's
Icebox", the purchase was made in 1867 for $7,200,000 and gave the U.S. Alaska's resources of
fish, timber, oil and gold.

572. Secretary of State William Seward

1867 - An eager expansionist, he was the energetic supporter of the Alaskan purchase and
negotiator of the deal often called "Seward's Folly" because Alaska was not fit for settlement or
farming.

573.  Napoleon 111

Nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte, and elected emperor of France from 1852-1870, he invaded
Mexico when the Mexican government couldn't repay loans from French bankers. He sent in an
army and set up a new government under Maximillian. He refused Lincoln's request that France
withdraw. After the Civil War, the U.S. sent an army to enforce the request and Napoleon
withdrew.

574.  Maximillian in Mexico

European prince appointed by Napoleon 111 of France to lead the new government set up in
Mexico. After the Civil War, the U.S. invaded and he was executed, a demonstration of the
enforcement of the Monroe Doctrine to European powers.

575.  Monroe Doctrine

1823 - Declared that Europe should not interfere in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere and
that any attempt at interference by a European power would be seen as a threat to the U.S. It also
declared that a New World colony which has gained independence may not be recolonized by
Europe. (It was written at a time when many South American nations were gaining
independence). Only England, in particular George Canning, supported the Monroe Doctrine.
Mostly just a show of nationalism, the doctrine had no major impact until later in the 1800s.

576. Ulysses S. Grant

U.S. president 1873-1877. Military hero of the Civil War, he led a corrupt administration,
consisting of friends and relatives. Although Grant was personally a very honest and moral man,
his administration was considered the most corrupt the U.S. had had at that time.

577. Compromise of 1877
Hayes promised to show concern for Southern interests and end Reconstruction in exchange for
the Democrats accepting the fraudulent election results. He took Union troops out of the South.

578. Solid South
Term applied to the one-party (Democrat) system of the South following the Civil War. For 100
years after the Civil War, the South voted Democrat in every presidential election.

579. Sharecropping, Crop Lien System
Sharecropping provided the necessities for Black farmers. Storekeepers granted credit until the
farm was harvested. To protect the creditor, the storekeeper took a mortgage, or lien, on the



tenant's share of the crop. The system was abused and uneducated blacks were taken advantage
of. The results, for Blacks, was not unlike slavery.

580. Hiram R. Revels
North Carolina free black, he became a senator in 1870.

581. Blanche K. Bruce
Became a senator in 1874 -- the only black to be elected to a full term until Edward Brooke in
1966.

582. Ulysses S. Grant

U.S. president 1873-1877. Military hero of the Civil War, he led a corrupt administration,
consisting of friends and relatives. Although Grant was personally a very honest and moral man,
his administration was considered the most corrupt the U.S. had had at that time.

583. Whiskey Ring
During the Grant administration, a group of officials were importing whiskey and using their
offices to avoid paying the taxes on it, cheating the treasury out of millions of dollars.

584. '"Waving the bloody shirt"
The practice of reviving unpleasant memories from the past. Representative Ben F. Butler waved
before the House a bloodstained nightshirt of a carpetbagger flogged by Klan members.

585. Panic of 1873, depression

Unrestrained speculation on the railroads let to disaster - inflation and strikes by railroad
workers. 18,000 businesses failed and 3 million people were out of work. Federal troops were
called in to end the strike.

586. Greenbacks

Name given to paper money issued by the government during the Civil War, so called because
the back side was printed with green ink. They were not redeemable for gold, but $300 million
were issued anyway. Farmers hit by the depression wanted to inflate the notes to cover losses,
but Grant vetoed an inflation bill and greenbacks were added to permanent circulation. In 1879
the federal government finally made greenbacks redeemable for gold.

587. Legal Tender cases
The Supreme Court debated whether it was constitutional for the federal government to print
paper money (greenbacks).

588. Species Resumption Act

1879 - Congress said that greenbacks were redeemable for gold, but no one wanted to redeem
them for face gold value. Because paper money was much more convenient than gold, they
remained in circulation.

589. Greenbacks - Labor Party

Founded in 1878, the party was primarily composed of prairie farmers who went into debt during
the Panic of 1873. The Party fought for increased monetary circulation through issuance of paper
currency and bimetallism (using both gold and silver as legal tender), supported inflationary



programs in the belief that they would benefit debtors, and sought benefits for labor such as
shorter working hours and a national labor bureau. They had the support of several labor groups
and they wanted the government to print more greenbacks.

590. Pendleton Civil Service Act

1883 - The first federal regulatory commission. Office holders would be assessed on a merit
basis to be sure they were fit for duty. Brought about by the assassination of Garfield by an
immigrant who was angry about being unable to get a government job. The assassination raised
questions about how people should be chosen for civil service jobs.

591. Chester A. Arthur

Appointed customs collector for the port of New York - corrupt and implemented a heavy spoils
system. He was chosen as Garfield's running mate. Garfield won but was shot, so Arthur became
the 21st president.

592.  Mugwumps

Republicans who changed their vote during the 1884 election from Blaine to Cleveland.
Mugwump is the Algonquin Indian word for "chief" and was used in a N.Y. Sun editorial to
criticize the arrogance of the renegade Republicans.

593. "Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion™
James Gillespie Blaine said that the Irish Catholics were people of "rum, Romanism, and
rebellion.” It offended many people and cost Blaine the election.

594. Pensions, Garfield

Congress granted pensions to all veterans with any disability for any reason. Cleveland vetoed it,
which contributed to his not being reelected. He didn't think Confederate veterans should receive
pensions.

595. Secret ballot / Australian ballot
First used in Australia in the 1880s. All candidates’ names were to be printed on the same white
piece of paper at the government's expense and polling was to be done in private. It was opposed
by the party machines, who wanted to be able to pressure people into voting for their candidates,
but it was implemented and is still in use.



